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 The contributions to this volume have been selected from the
papers delivered at the 34th Spring Symposium of Byzantine
Studies at Birmingham, in April 2000. Travellers to and in the
Byzantine world have long been a subject of interest but travel
and communications in the medieval period have more recently
attracted scholarly attention. This book is the first to bring



together these two lines of enquiry. Four aspects of travel in the
Byzantine world, from the sixth to the fifteenth century, are
examined here: technicalities of travel on land and sea, purposes
of travel, foreign visitors' perceptions of Constantinople, and the
representation of the travel experience in images and in written
accounts. Sources used to illuminate these four aspects include
descriptions of journeys, pilot books, bilingual word lists,
shipwrecks, monastic documents, but as the opening paper
shows the range of such sources can be far wider than generally
supposed. The contributors highlight road and travel conditions
for horses and humans, types of ships and speed of sea journeys,
the nature of trade in the Mediterranean, the continuity of
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, attitudes toward travel. Patterns of
communication in the Mediterranean are revealed through
distribution of ceramic finds, letter collections, and the spread of
the plague. Together, these papers make a notable contribution to
our understanding both of the evidence for travel, and of the
realities and perceptions of communications in the Byzantine
world. Travel in the Byzantine World is volume 10 in the series
published by Ashgate/Variorum on behalf of the Society for the
Promotion of Byzantine Studies. Looks at the life and times of the
Emperor Justinian. A comprehensive portrayal of Egypt from the
fourth to the seventh centuries. Winner of the 2006 John D.
Criticos Prize This book introduces the reader to the complex
history, ethnicity, and identity of the Byzantines. This volume
brings Byzantium – often misconstrued as a vanished successor
to the classical world – to the forefront of European history
Deconstructs stereotypes surrounding Byzantium Beautifully
illustrated with photographs and maps Byzantium. The name
evokes grandeur and exoticism—gold, cunning, and complexity. In
this unique book, Judith Herrin unveils the riches of a quite
different civilization. Avoiding a standard chronological account
of the Byzantine Empire's millennium—long history, she identifies
the fundamental questions about Byzantium—what it was, and



what special significance it holds for us today. Bringing the latest
scholarship to a general audience in accessible prose, Herrin
focuses each short chapter around a representative theme, event,
monument, or historical figure, and examines it within the full
sweep of Byzantine history—from the foundation of
Constantinople, the magnificent capital city built by Constantine
the Great, to its capture by the Ottoman Turks. She argues that
Byzantium's crucial role as the eastern defender of Christendom
against Muslim expansion during the early Middle Ages made
Europe—and the modern Western world—possible. Herrin
captivates us with her discussions of all facets of Byzantine
culture and society. She walks us through the complex
ceremonies of the imperial court. She describes the transcendent
beauty and power of the church of Hagia Sophia, as well as
chariot races, monastic spirituality, diplomacy, and literature. She
reveals the fascinating worlds of military usurpers and ascetics,
eunuchs and courtesans, and artisans who fashioned the silks,
icons, ivories, and mosaics so readily associated with Byzantine
art. An innovative history written by one of our foremost scholars,
Byzantium reveals this great civilization's rise to military and
cultural supremacy, its spectacular destruction by the Fourth
Crusade, and its revival and final conquest in 1453. The high
points are undoubtedly the glittering mosaics of Ravenna and the
soaring architecture of Constantinople's Hagia Sophia; but the
true artistic wealth of Byzantium becomes ever more apparent
when one considers the abundance and variety of the less well-
known treasures included among the reproductions. The
acclaimed author of Byzantium and the Crusades “offers a fresh
take on this fabled but hidden civilization” across 11 centuries of
history (Colin Wells, author of Sailing from Byzantium). For more
than a millennium, the Byzantine Empire presided over the
juncture between East and West, as well as the transition from the
classical to the modern world. Rather than recounting the
standard chronology of emperors and battles, leading Byzantium



scholar Jonathan Harris focuses each chapter of this engaging
history on a succession of archetypal figures, families, places,
and events. Harris’s introduction presents a civilization rich in
contrasts, combining orthodox Christianity with paganism, and
classical Greek learning with Roman power. Though frequently
assailed by numerous armies, Byzantium survived by dint of its
unorthodox foreign policy. Over time, its sumptuous art and
architecture flourished, helping to establish a deep sense of
Byzantine identity in its people. Synthesizing a wealth of sources
to cover all major aspects of the empire’s social, political,
military, religious, cultural, and artistic history, Harris’s study
illuminates the heart of Byzantine civilization and explores its
remarkable and lasting influence on the modern world. This book
describes the role of the medieval Orthodox Church in the
Byzantine Empire (c.600-c.1453). As an integral part of its policy it
was (as in western Christianity) closely linked with many aspects
of everyday life both official and otherwise. It was a formative
period for Orthodoxy. It had to face doctrinal problems and
heresies; at the same time it experienced the continuity and
deepening of its liturgical life. While holding fast to the traditions
of the fathers and the councils, it saw certain developments in
doctrine and liturgy as also in administration. Part I discusses the
landmarks in ecclesiastical affairs within the Empire as well as the
creative influence exercised on the Slavs and the increasing
contacts with westerners particularly after 1204. Part II gives a
brief account of the structure of the medieval Orthodox Church,
its officials and organization, and the spirituality of laity, monks,
and clergy. The Byzantine World presents the latest insights of
the leading scholars in the fields of Byzantine studies, history, art
and architectural history, literature, and theology. Those who
know little of Byzantine history, culture and civilization between
AD 700 and 1453 will find overviews and distillations, while those
who know much already will be afforded countless new vistas.
Each chapter offers an innovative approach to a well-known topic



or a diversion from a well-trodden path. Readers will be
introduced to Byzantine women and children, men and eunuchs,
emperors, patriarchs, aristocrats and slaves. They will explore
churches and fortifications, monasteries and palaces, from
Constantinople to Cyprus and Syria in the east, and to Apulia and
Venice in the west. Secular and sacred art, profane and spiritual
literature will be revealed to the reader, who will be encouraged to
read, see, smell and touch. The worlds of Byzantine ceremonial
and sanctity, liturgy and letters, Orthodoxy and heresy will be
explored, by both leading and innovative international scholars.
Ultimately, readers will find insights into the emergence of
modern Byzantine studies and of popular Byzantine history that
are informative, novel and unexpected, and that provide a
thorough understanding of both. An indispensable resource for
investigating the history of the Byzantine Empire, this book
provides a comprehensive summary of its overall development as
well as its legacy in the modern world. • Presents reference
entries grouped in topical sections for fundamental, objective
information about a wide range of subjects related to the
Byzantine Empire • Includes a timeline with succinct information
about major events in Byzantine history • Features an
introduction and overview essays at the beginning of each topical
section on the history of the Byzantine Empire • Includes primary
source documents that give readers first-hand accounts of the
Byzantine world • Directs the reader to additional sources of
information via entry bibliographies and an end-of-work
bibliography The imagery of Hell, the Christian account of the
permanent destinations of the human soul after death, has
fascinated people over the centuries since the emergence of the
Christian faith. These landmark volumes provide the first large-
scale investigation of this imagery found across the Byzantine
and post-Byzantine world. Particular emphasis is placed on
images from churches across Venetian Crete, which are
comprehensively collected and published for the first time. Crete



was at the centre of artistic production in the late Byzantine world
and beyond and its imagery was highly influential on traditions in
other regions. The Cretan examples accompany rich comparative
material from the wider Mediterranean – Cappadocia, Macedonia,
the Peloponnese and Cyprus. The large amount of data presented
in this publication highlight Hell's emergence in monumental
painting not as a concrete array of images, but as a diversified
mirroring of social perceptions of sin. The study of Byzantine
coins is essentially the study of communications and movement
of people and ideas, within and outside Byzantium. This highly
illustrated and accessible volume, winner of the Royal
Numismatic Society Lhotka Prize 2007 and nominated for the Art
Newspaper & AXA Art Exhibition Catalogue Award 2007, focuses
on over 50 coins to explore the empire's political and socio-
economic development and cultural relations with its neighbours.
It looks variously at city markets and the exchange of goods
between different parts of the Byzantine Empire; at Byzantines
travelling to the West; including trade between the Svear and the
Romans and trade with Britain; Byzantines travelling to the East,
including Armenia, Anatolia and China; the Byzantine legacy in
the Islamic world, including the cult of Alexander the Great; and
Western merchants in the East, particularly Venetians. The study
concludes with the story of the late Byzantineemperors travelling
to the West, and the impact their journeys had on western
European art. Byzantium lasted a thousand years, ruled to the end
by self-styled 'emperors of the Romans'. It underwent
kaleidoscopic territorial and structural changes, yet recovered
repeatedly from disaster: even after the near-impregnable
Constantinople fell in 1204, variant forms of the empire
reconstituted themselves. The Cambridge History of the
Byzantine Empire c.500-1492 tells the story, tracing political and
military events, religious controversies and economic change. It
offers clear, authoritative chapters on the main events and
periods, with more detailed chapters on outlying regions and



neighbouring societies and powers of Byzantium. With aids such
as maps, a glossary, an alternative place-name table and
references to English translations of sources, it will be valuable
as an introduction. However, it also offers stimulating new
approaches and important findings, making it essential reading
for postgraduates and for specialists. The revised paperback
edition contains a new preface by the editor and will offer an
invaluable companion to survey courses in Byzantine history.
“This is the revised English translation from the original work in
Russian of the history of the Great Byzantine Empire. It is the
most complete and thorough work on this subject. From it we get
a wonderful panorama of the events and developments of the
struggles of early Christianity, both western and eastern, with all
of its remains of the wonderful productions of art, architecture,
and learning.”—Southwestern Journal of Theology Twenty-two
essays by a music scholar who has been involved in the study of
Byzantine music for more than thirty-five years focus upon the
chants and liturgy of the Eastern Orthodox church The present
volume is a Festschrift in honour of the distinguished Byzantinist
Costas N. Constantinides. The title of the volume, Bibliophilos:
Books and Learning in the Byzantine World, reflects Professor
Constantinides’ major contribution to the fields of Greek
palaeography, editions of Byzantine texts, Byzantine history,
scholarship and education, and Cypriot manuscripts and culture.
The volume is introduced by a preface and a tabula gratulatoria
dedicated to the honorand, followed by twenty articles, written by
seasoned and younger scholars, who are former colleagues and
students of Professor Constantinides. These articles, which
appear in alphabetical order, offer new material and shed fresh
light to the study of Greek manuscripts, binders and scribes, and
the life, works and activities of Byzantine scholars, teachers and
students, providing editions of unpublished texts, including
letters and poems, and exploring various aspects of Byzantine
and Cypriot history, literature, art, science and culture. In the



process the authors often challenge earlier views and offer new
interpretations and insights. Bibliophilos is a book for the
student, teacher and scholar of Byzantium in particular, and for
every bibliophile in general. A historical overview of the cultural
phenomenon of the Byzantine Empire and its legacy. This work
examines the nature of Byzantine warfare and its relationship with
society at large. In this book, the distinguished writer Edward
Luttwak presents the grand strategy of the eastern Roman empire
we know as Byzantine, which lasted more than twice as long as
the more familiar western Roman empire. The Grand Strategy of
the Byzantine Empire is a broad, interpretive account of Byzantine
strategy, intelligence, and diplomacy over the course of eight
centuries that will appeal to scholars, classicists, military history
buffs, and professional soldiers. The Middle Ages as they were
lived in Eastern Europe are covered in this encyclopedia. An
introduction provides an overview of the Byzantine Empire—what
life was like, what people wore and ate, how families were formed
and cared for, and how the so-called Eastern Empire differed from
its Western counterpart. Over 1500 entries, from Adrianopolis to
Zoë, embrace a broad range of topics. Illustrations include
genealogies of Byzantine rulers, maps of the Empire at various
stages, and photographs of Byzantine buildings and art. A
pronunciation guide, a note about transliteration and spelling,
genealogical charts, a chronology of emperors, a glossary, a
suggested readings list, and an index are also included. Presents
the history of the Byzantine Empire from the sixth to the fifteenth
century in terms of the political events, art, literature, and thought
of Byzantine society. While the old Roman Empire of the west
crumbled to ruin, the Byzantines grew strong and powerful,
creating such cities as Constantinople. Under such leaders as
Constantine and Justinian the Great, the Byzantine Empire
flourished. Readers will discover how the Byzantines transformed
Christianity, protected Europe from would-be invaders, and later
carried the seeds of the Renaissance to Italy during their



thousand-year reign. Through eye-catching images, engaging
facts, and easy-to-read text, readers can learn all about the Edict
of Mila, feudalism, Byzantine art, the Ottoman Empire, Kurds as
well as the Byzantine-established religion of Eastern Orthodoxy.
A glossary and index are provided to give readers the tools they
need to better understand the content. The first comprehensive
introduction in English to books, readers and reading in
Byzantium and the wider medieval world surrounding it. Originally
published by Prentice-Hall, 1972. A fully-outfitted edition of
Prokopios' late Antique masterpiece of military history and
ethnography--for the 21st-century reader. "At last . . . the
translation that we have needed for so long: a fresh, lively,
readable, and faithful rendering of Prokopios' Wars, which in a
single volume will make this fundamental work of late ancient
history-writing accessible to a whole new generation of students."
--Jonathan Conant, Brown University The second edition of this
major political history of the Byzantine Empire weaves social,
economic, cultural trends and foreign affairs into a broad
narrative The Crusades shook the world. But why did they
happen? Their origins are revealed in a new light. As part of a
medieval world war that stretched from Asia to Europe. At its
centre was an ancient empire – Byzantium. Told for the first time
as a single, linked narrative are three great events that changed
history: the fall of Byzantium in the eleventh century, the epic
campaign of the First Crusade and the origins of modern Turkey.
Nick Holmes not only presents the First Crusade in a wider global
context but he also puts forwards new interpretations of the
original sources, suggesting that its success was in fact largely
accidental, and that the central role of Byzantium in the Crusades
has been underestimated. Filled with unforgettable stories of
emperors, generals, and religious patriarchs, as well as
fascinating glimpses into the life of the ordinary citizen, Lost to
the West reveals how much we owe to the Byzantine Empire that
was the equal of any in its achievements, appetites, and enduring



legacy. For more than a millennium, Byzantium reigned as the
glittering seat of Christian civilization. When Europe fell into the
Dark Ages, Byzantium held fast against Muslim expansion,
keeping Christianity alive. Streams of wealth flowed into
Constantinople, making possible unprecedented wonders of art
and architecture. And the emperors who ruled Byzantium enacted
a saga of political intrigue and conquest as astonishing as
anything in recorded history. Lost to the West is replete with
stories of assassination, mass mutilation and execution, sexual
scheming, ruthless grasping for power, and clashing armies that
soaked battlefields with the blood of slain warriors numbering in
the tens of thousands. Discusses the rise and fall of the Byzantine
Empire, which preserved and protected Europe's intellectual
heritage when Europe was passing through a dark age. The
Byzantine World presents the latest insights of the leading
scholars in the fields of Byzantine studies, history, art and
architectural history, literature, and theology. Those who know
little of Byzantine history, culture and civilization between AD 700
and 1453 will find overviews and distillations, while those who
know much already will be afforded countless new vistas. Each
chapter offers an innovative approach to a well-known topic or a
diversion from a well-trodden path. Readers will be introduced to
Byzantine women and children, men and eunuchs, emperors,
patriarchs, aristocrats and slaves. They will explore churches and
fortifications, monasteries and palaces, from Constantinople to
Cyprus and Syria in the east, and to Apulia and Venice in the
west. Secular and sacred art, profane and spiritual literature will
be revealed to the reader, who will be encouraged to read, see,
smell and touch. The worlds of Byzantine ceremonial and
sanctity, liturgy and letters, Orthodoxy and heresy will be
explored, by both leading and innovative international scholars.
Ultimately, readers will find insights into the emergence of
modern Byzantine studies and of popular Byzantine history that
are informative, novel and unexpected, and that provide a



thorough understanding of both. The main themes of this volume
are the identification of 'visions', 'messages', and 'meanings' in
various facets of Byzantine culture and the possible differences in
the perception of these visions, messages and meanings as seen
by their original audience and by modern scholars. The volume
addresses the methodological question of how far interpretations
should go - whether there is a tendency to read too much into too
little or whether not enough attention is paid to apparent minutiae
that may have been important in their historical context. As the
essays span a wide chronological era, they also present a means
of assessing the relative degrees of continuity and change in
Byzantine visions, messages and meanings over time. Thus, as
highlighted in the concluding section, the book discusses the
validity of existing notions regarding the fluidity of Byzantine
culture: when continuity was a matter of a rigid adherence to
traditional values and when a manifestation of the ability to adapt
old conventions to new circumstances, and it shows that in some
respects, Byzantine cultural history may have been less
fragmented than is usually assumed. Similarly, by reflecting not
just on new interpretations, but also on the process of
interpreting itself, the contributors demonstrate how research
within Byzantine studies has evolved over the past thirty years
from a set of narrowly defined individual disciplines into a
broader exploration of interconnected cultural phenomena. The
subject of the emperor in the Byzantine world may seem likely to
be a well-studied topic but there is no book devoted to the
emperor in general covering the span of the Byzantine empire. Of
course there are studies on individual emperors, dynasties and
aspects of the imperial office/role, but there remains no
equivalent to Fergus Millar’s The Emperor in the Roman World
(from which the proposed volume takes inspiration for its title and
scope). The oddity of a lack of a general study of the Byzantine
emperor is compounded by the fact that a series of books
devoted to Byzantine empresses was published in the late



twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Thus it is appropriate to
turn the spotlight on the emperor. Themes covered by the
contributions include: questions of dynasty and imperial families;
the imperial court and the emperor’s men; imperial duties and the
emperor as ruler; imperial literature (the emperor as subject and
author); and the material emperor, including imperial images and
spaces. The volume fills a need in the field and the market, and
also brings new and cutting-edge approaches to the study of the
Byzantine emperor. Although the volume cannot hope to be a
comprehensive treatment of the emperor in the Byzantine world it
aims to cover a broad chronological and thematic span and to
play a vital part in setting the agenda for future work. The subject
of the Byzantine emperor has also an obvious relevance for
historians working on rulership in other cultures and periods.
Discusses daily life in the Byzantine Empire, examining such
topics as housing, clothing, food, medicine, religion, law, and folk
tales. Warfare, State and Society in the Byzantine World is the
first comprehensive study of warfare and the Byzantine world
from the sixth to the twelfth century. The book examines
Byzantine attitudes to warfare, the effects of war on society and
culture, and the relations between the soldiers, their leaders and
society. The communications, logistics, resources and manpower
capabilities of the Byzantine Empire are explored to set warfare in
its geographical as well as historical context. In addition to the
strategic and tactical evolution of the army, this book analyses
the army in campaign and in battle, and its attitudes to violence in
the context of the Byzantine Orthodox Church. The Byzantine
Empire has an enduring fascination for all those who study it, and
Warfare, State and Society is a colourful study of the central
importance of warfare within it. This is an account of Byzantine
culture, from the foundation of the Empire in 330 to its downfall in
1453. The book is devoted to the history of the Byzantine Empire
and to short essays on various aspects of its political, religious
and cultural life.
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